Date: 
Honourable Michael McLeod

Department of Transportation





Lahm Ridge Tower, 2nd Floor
4501 50 Avenue
P.O. Box 1320
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2L9       
Re:  Booster Seat Legislation

Dear Honourable Minister ​​​​​​​​​​​​                     ,

I am writing to express strong support for the expansion of child passenger safety in the Northwest Territories to include booster seat legislation.  Motor vehicle injuries are the leading cause of injury-related death for Canadian children. Each year, an estimated 100 children age 14 and under are killed in motor vehicle crashes, and another 1000 are seriously injured.  Seat belts are made to fit people who are at least 4 feet, 9 inches (145 cm) tall. A booster seat lifts a child up so that the seat belt fits correctly. Putting a child in a seat belt before they are big enough puts them at risk for serious injuries or death in a crash. "Seat belt syndrome" is how doctors describe injuries to the spine and internal organs that can happen to children who are too small for the seat belt.

While action must be taken to reduce the risk of crashes, steps must also be taken to reduce the risk of injury when a crash occurs. The most effective method is through a combination of education, environmental and legislative change and enforcement.  Education and awareness needs to be complimented by mandatory booster seat use.  Adopting mandatory booster seat legislation without delay would significantly alleviate the personal, societal and economic burden that a motor vehicle injury can cause.

· Car seats can reduce the risk of death by 71 per cent for infants under age 1 and 54 per cent for children by ages 1 to 4. 

· Car seats reduce the risk of hospitalization by 67 per cent for children age 4 and under. 

· Booster seats provide 59 per cent more protection than seat belts alone. 

A number of provinces have already enacted booster seat legislation, including British Columbia, Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and Newfoundland and Labrador.  To ensure the safety, health and well-being of children and youth in the Northwest Territories, I strongly urge the government to implement comprehensive booster seat legislation without delay.
Sincerely,
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