DRAFT RESOLUTION for Provincial / Territorial Municipal Associations

Drowning Prevention and

Mandatory Four Sided Pool Fencing

WHEREAS drowning is the second leading cause of injury-related death to Canadian children.

WHEREAS swimming pools are the site of nearly half of all drowning and near-drowning incidents for children age 14 and under, measures must be taken to reduce drowning in these environments.

WHEREAS a drowning death can happen quickly and silently.   Children who survive a near-drowning frequently have long-term side effects from brain injury, due to a period of time without breathing.
WHEREAS the only passive prevention strategy that has been shown to significantly reduce drowning in backyard pools is four-sided fencing with a self-closing and self-latching gate.
 

WHEREAS home pools are a particular hazard for children under age five when they are inadequately fenced.  Typically the pool can be reached directly from the home allowing children dangerous access.

WHEREAS researchers estimate that proper fencing could prevent 7 out of 10 drowning incidents in home swimming pools for children under age 5.
 
WHEREAS governments in Australia, France and New Zealand have put legislation in place requiring safer pool fencing.

WHEREAS many residential pools fencing laws in place in Canada require only three-sided perimeter fencing and, as such, do not protect the children who live in the house with the pool.

WHERAS a minimum 1.2 m (4ft) high, four-sided fence with a self-closing and self-latching gate is proven to help prevent children from reaching the pool. 

WHEREAS, in Quebec, Institut national de santé publique du Québec has made recommendations which would make four-sided fencing mandatory for all home pools.
  In Ontario MPP Lou Rinaldi, has introduced a private members bill on pool fencing calling for minimum standards.

WHEREAS Safe Kids Canada supports preventing unintentional drowning through the use of four-sided pool fencing with self-closing and self-latching gates.  
BE IT RESOLVED that (insert local Provincial / Territorial Municipal Association name here) the urge, provincial and municipal governments to enact and support four-sided pool fencing laws requiring barrier fencing with self-closing, self latching gates to reduce child drowning rates.
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